
D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E



I N T R O

What do you imagine Jesus to be like?
 
Why do we focus more on the loving and tender side
of Jesus than his angry side?
 
What do you think the church should be like in order to
fulfill Jesus' teachings?
 
Why has the church moved away from Jesus'
teachings?
 
When is a time you’ve seen Christians act in a way
that is contrary to what is taught in the Bible?
 
Do you agree or disagree that Jesus would have been
angry when people tried to block access to God? Why
do you feel this way?



C H .  1

What have you been taught in the past about the
passage regarding Jesus' anger in the temple (Mark
11:15-18)?
 
How does it make you feel to know that there is
nothing separating you from God?
 
What do you think of when you think of having access
to God? Is it something that you see as being easily
available, or do you view it as being something you
must work toward?



C H .  2

How can the rules of the church interfere with having a
relationship with God?
 
What do you think divides religious leaders and
Christians today?
 
What comes to mind when you read the phrase "child
of hell" (Matthew 23:15)?



C H .  3

Why might Christianity be thought of as a religion of
rules?
 
Why are rules necessary?
 
How can legalism drive us away from God instead of
bringing us closer to him?



C H .  4

How have you witnessed polarity in the church?
 
What are some ways that your church has been a light
to others?
 
When have you witnessed the church condemn
someone rather than encourage them to know God?
 
Why is it important to humble yourself before God?
Why can this be difficult to do?



C H .  5

Do you think hypocrisy is a choice, or is it the result of
expectations? Why?
 
Why is honesty an important part of growth?
 
How is hypocrisy a distraction from God?
 
When is a time you’ve been hurt by hypocrisy in the
church? How have you recovered from that hurt?



C H .  6

What’s the difference between knowing that Jesus
loves you and knowing that Jesus likes you?
 
When have you been ridiculed because of the people
you’re trying to help?
 
What can the church do to break down some of the
barriers  that prevent people from connecting with
God?



C H .  7

How would you describe God's forgiveness?
 
Why is impossible to deserve to get into heaven?
 
How would being alone with Jesus change things for
you?
 
How do you see God's grace at work in the story of
Jesus and the woman who was caught in adultery?



C H .  8

How does it make you feel to know, "you can't be
good enough to win God's favor, and you can never
be bad enough to miss it"?
 
What has been your experience with the church and
someone who hasn’tturned away from their sin?
 
What do you think it looks like to get down in the dirt
like Jesus?



C H .  9

What comparisons and prejudices have you
encountered in life?
 
Have your own comparisons and prejudices changed
as you've gotten older?
 
In what ways do you think prejudices and perception
are connected?
 
What would it look like today if Christians stopped
getting in the way of people meeting Jesus?



C H .  1 0

Why do we often overlook the needs that surround
us?
 
What’s the difference between looking and seeing?
 
When is a time you’ve felt deep compassion for
someone?
 
How can you start being a better neighbor to the
people you encounter each day?



C H .  1 1

Why is it important to take time to focus on helping
individuals while also helping to address large areas of
need?
 
When is a time you’ve witnessed unhealthy mission
work?
 
How can help sometimes be harmful rather than
helpful?



C H .  1 2

How would you describe the way Jesus valued
children according to his interactions with them in the
Bible?
 
How can you help the children in your community
grow closer to God?
 
What do you think it means to have the faith of a
child?



C H .  1 3

In what ways do you feel your relationship with God
might be restricted by unnecessary laws?
 
How have you found freedom in your relationship with
God?
 
In what ways are Christians like sheep?
 
How does it make you feel to know that God rejoices
when someone who is lost returns to Him?



C H .  1 4

What does it mean to you that God is your heavenly
Father and a God of gifts?
 
What do modern religious systems look like?
 
What role does faith play in your relationship with
God?
 
What does it look like to stand on the Rock so that
people can meet Jesus?



C O N C L U S I O N

What incorrect human interpretations of God have you
held in the past?
 
What are some religious barriers that you may
currently have?
 
What steps do you need to take to remove those
barriers so that you can help others know God?


